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Scott
Buccaneer

Posts: 181
From: Palm Springs,CA
Registered: Aug 2001

 posted 02 August 2001 10:35 AM                

This just about sums it up....Sad isn't it?

CULT POLITICS-MONKEYS COULD DO IT

By: Ed Henry

Have you ever watched Congress in action? You can view the
daily activity of the House of Representatives or the Senate as
they debate the important matters of the moment. Everyone
should watch it, at least once. It's an experience.
On almost any matter, the first thing you will notice is that
there is hardly anyone in the chamber. With 441 current
members of the House, the great hall is almost empty. The
only members present seem to be the ones who want to take
to the floor to deliver a speech or argument. You hope that,
like you, your own representative is watching his or her
television monitor, listening to the arguments pro and con,
taking notes, and judging matters as they are presented.

Dennis Hastert, the republican speaker of the House will
seldom be there. Instead, one of the other representatives will
be conducting affairs. I think they call him the "Speaker pro
tem" or something like that.

One by one, various debaters take the podium to deliver their
argument and have it recorded in the Congressional Record.
They always seem to start with the statement that they would
like to reserve the right to "revise and extend their remarks"
which seems to mean take-back or change anything they say
after they've had time to think about it. The right to do this
was also the first law passed by the new 107th Congress when
it came into session in January of this year—House Resolution
number one.
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Another thing that seems routine is that the Speaker Pro Tem
recognizes someone in the chamber so that he or she can
object that there's "not a quorum present." This is always "so
noted" but doesn't seem to make any difference since matters
proceed anyway.

Next to happen are one minute speeches where members take
to the podium to deliver a one minute tirade on any subject
they want to talk about. This is sometimes very exciting but
you never know what's going to come up and they always
seem to go over their time limit. Am I boring you so far?

Once we get to matters of the day, real arguments are
delivered. These can be brilliant and stimulating speeches
delivered by various members of the House. It can go on for
days.

I recently watched the House debating the Transportation Bill
where the matter of Mexican trucks operating across our
border was argued back and forth. It was interesting. There
were good arguments for why they should not be allowed
beyond the current 20 mile limit. And there were good
arguments for why they should since we allow the Canadians
to do it and we could make certain that the Mexican trucks
passed inspection. It was stimulating, and I've got to admit
that I wasn't sure which way I would have voted.

These arguments went on for more than three days, with
members coming and going back to whatever they do when
not in the chamber. I assume that they kept television
transmission from the floor in the background as I was doing,
or they had interns and other staff members keeping track.
They must have had a pile of reports on the subject although
they wouldn't have the Congressional Record from the last
day's debates yet.

Finally, when arguments were exhausted, the vote was taken
"by electronic means." I couldn't help but think that many of
these House members were the same people who screamed
bloody murder about the inaccuracies of modern voting
methods last November/December and how important it was
to stare at ballots and do hand counts.

Anyway, after more than a half-hour of silence and watching
the big board tally the vote—what do we get? We get the
Democrats all voting one way and all of the Republicans voting
the other. Strict party line voting, with maybe a couple of
defectors from the democratic side. The most exciting thing
was to see which way the two independents voted, and they
split.

Wait a minute. What happened to all the days of debating—all
of the wonderful arguments pro and con? Could reasonable
people possibly accept this as voting one's conscience, as
weighing the issues? Why did we have all those speeches?
What's the probability that all the Democrats came to the
same thoughtful conclusion, and all the Republicans carefully
judged it to be another. Not a chance. They just did what they
were told to do. Followed their party's marching orders. What
are we paying these people for anyway? Why have a debate?
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We could get a bunch of Pavlovian trained monkeys to do the
same thing. On demand, one group would push the red
button. Call them Democrat Chimps. The other group would
push the blue button. Call them Republican Chimps. Reward
them with bananas instead of campaign money.

Just think of all the cash we'd save. No salaries. No offices and
staffs. No special perks like 90 percent of the trust funds
covering gift accounts, medical and dental insurance, and so
forth. No disappearing interns. No expensive retirement at full
pay, which seems justified only by the fact that they didn't do
much more when they were working. And we would end up
with the same results from monkeys.

All we would have to pay for would be cages, trainers, a lot of
bananas and a zoo that we have already. We could even let
them romp around the House Chambers as long as we pay
someone to pick up after them. And every two years we could
trot one group of monkeys out to the large urban cities and
the other group to the rest of America. They could put on a
better show for the people and we could watch for other
monkeys that might want to join. They could all swear on a
stack of bananas to uphold the Constitution.

Is this any different than what we've got now folks? Let's save
some money by replacing these cultist priests.

IP: Logged

Linnea Meyer
Dread Pirate

Posts: 6200
From: Upon the High Seas ~
Aboard the FANTASTIC
Registered: Apr 2000

 posted 02 August 2001 12:34 PM                

Here, here!

Great analysis!

IP: Logged

Cherry Kelly
Swashbuckler

Posts: 3452
From: Belton, MO USA
Registered: Jul 2000

 posted 03 August 2001 08:15 AM                

I have watched these proceedings - they are quite the
'entertainment' at times -- have seldom seen more than half a
handful of people during these presentations.

IP: Logged

Pjean63
Buccaneer

Posts: 703
From: Towanda, Kansas,USA
Registered: Jun 2001

 posted 03 August 2001 06:14 PM                

The Canadian parliment is a much better entertainment
media.. Those people really can go after it..they are also doing
this in two languages! it's alot of fun to watch.

IP: Logged
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alaskandevil
Buccaneer

Posts: 349
From: Kenai,Alaska
Registered: Nov 2000

 posted 05 August 2001 05:26 PM                

"Just think of all the cash we'd save. No salaries. No
offices and staffs. No special perks like 90 percent of
the trust funds covering gift accounts, medical and
dental insurance, and so forth. No disappearing interns.
No expensive retirement at full pay, which seems
justified only by the fact that they didn't do much more
when they were working."

Hell works for me. I think that they need to give them a daily
allowance(call it $100) and tell them tough titties(sorry ladies)
about the rest.Our pols have gotten way to damn soft in thier
cushy little world of perks and payments.

------------------
"We are the people your parents warned you about"
J. Buffett

IP: Logged

Cherry Kelly
Swashbuckler

Posts: 3452
From: Belton, MO USA
Registered: Jul 2000

 posted 06 August 2001 09:15 AM                

alaskan -- indeed. Who or what executive retiring from any
other position in life retires at FULL PAY for eternity?? Let
alone all the perks and such continuing?

I'd like to retire at full pay from my best year of life's
work....and bennies...

Hmm either that or get a gov't job with full - nahhh no way,
I'd be writing too many bills to put an end to all the bennies...

IP: Logged

Ninerism
Swashbuckler

Posts: 1632
From: Los Angeles, CA., U.S.
Registered: Oct 2000

 posted 06 August 2001 03:49 PM             

Scott: Right on! I think that Mexican trucks should be limited
to 20 -- MILES PER HOUR!

Ninerism

IP: Logged
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